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NOTES AND REVIEWS 



the war in its effects upon Russia as he saw and interpreted them. 
It is interesting as is almost any book dealing with the present 
situation by men who are eye-witnesses of the event, but the 
correctness of the interpretation in certain directions must be 
doubted, in spite of Mr. Graham’s intimate knowledge of Russia. 
He is sanguine in regard to the future of Poland and Finland, 
much more sanguine than any action as yet taken by the Russian 
government would seem to warrant. The book seems to be 
another attempt to make the Russian alliance palatable to the 
English public, by painting even its government in bright colors. 

The Conquering Jew. By John Foster Fraser. London: Cas- 
sell and Company. 1915. Pp. 304. 

Mr. Fraser was led to write this book by the fact that in vari- 
ous widely separated countries he had found the Jew as a prin- 
ciple factor in economic development and he was interested to 
find out to what extent the Jew was “getting hold of everything.” 
His general conclusion is that it is persecution which has pre- 
served the Jews as a distinct people and that in countries where 
persecution has ceased, the Jews are fast being assimilated. He 
assigns to the Jew a dominant place in business and explains it 
partly on the ground that for centuries he has been compelled to 
be a city dweller and so is not a “sport” in the trading world, as 
is his Gentile competitor, who so often is country bred. Mr. 
Fraser also makes the interesting assertion that “the astounding 
rise of the United States is largely due to the Jews” and that the 
phrase “American methods of business” should be interpreted 
to mean “Jewish methods of business as developed in America;” 
and he further maintains that “the Americans get their ideals 
more from the Jews than from their Saxon forbears.” 

His study of the Jews in various countries, is apt to become a 
mere catalog of those who have attained prominence and the 
lines along which that prominence has been attained; but it serves 
to emphasize the importance of the Jewish factor in the world’s 
progress and especially in its economic development. 
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